The experience of two practice education models: collaborative learning unit and preceptorship.
Twenty-two Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN) graduates shared their perceptions one year after graduation on two practice education models they experienced during years three and four of their nursing education. The two models evaluated were collaborative learning units (CLU) and preceptorship. The participants described what was most important about each of these models in preparing them for graduate practice. While the preceptorship model has been researched for decades, the CLU data are previously unexplored information. The CLU data revealed the themes of working with many and making practice their own, while the themes of working with one and consolidation of nursing practice emerged from the preceptorship data. The participants suggest that both models offer different yet complementary paths for learning and enhanced professional development and practice. There is also confirmation that both are relevant and perhaps necessary to accomplish the complexities of preparing students for professional nursing practice.